For the Fiscal Year

2014 -15

ANWG (Association of
Guilds)
The Association of Northwest Weavers’ Guilds
(click link) supports weavers in the Northwest,
and GVWSG is an active member . (Name removed) acts as Recording Secretary for ANWG,
and (name removed) acts as the GVWSG liaison . Both attended the ANWG Board Meeting in
Portland (J une 2014 ) and (name removed) a ccepted the additional role of N ominating
Committee Chairperson . Our membership dues to ANWG are US$1 per member
, paid each
September .
Archives / Historian
The Guild has a long history, dating from 1935
. Newsletters and other documents are held by
the Historian, and transferred to the City of Vancouver archives (click link) for preservation . The
*XLOG¶V\HDUKLVWRU\
-- photographs, special papers, minutes, financial records, ne
wsletters
and annual reports – DUHDYDOXHGUHFRUGRIWKH*9:6*RULJLQDOO\‡%&:HDYHUV¶*XLOG·
UHQDPHG‡%&:HDYHUV¶DQG6SLQQHUV¶*XLOG
· in 1940 and changed again in 1974 to the current
registered Society Name) .
Demonstrations
The opportunity to demons trate spinning, weaving, carding etc. arise throughout the year, and
serve as an important venue to educate the public, reinforce the importance of crafts, and build
membership. Demonstrations are held at public fairs, community events, street festivals, a
nd
others. This year we demonstrated on a record number of days: 2 days each at the well
publicized events - Knit City (October), Fibres West (March), Roundhouse (June) and then at
the Roedde House Museum,
CityScape Community Art Centre and Southlands Farm
, for a total
of nine days! Thank you to all the volunteers who demonstrated spinning and weaving at our
demonstrations.
Handbook
This committee was formed in 2014 for the purpose of consolidating all the descriptions of
various jobs and committees of the
Guild into one document that would be
easily accessible to
all members. Committee members were (names removed). The first task was to gather all the
existing job descriptions and it was also necessary to draft some new ones as they could not all
be found . All guild members were invited to submit descriptions of their current jobs. We created
an outline combining jobs with similar functions into the same sections and agreed upon a
standardized style and format.
The committee reviewed all the descriptions
and made changes
based on our guidelines.
It was acknowledged that some functions will require a more detailed
operational guide, but the purpose of this handbook was to provide an overview of
responsibilities so that people considering taking on a job wi
ll have a basic understanding of
expectations.
After preparing quite a few drafts, the handbook was circulated to all members for further
feedback and editing. A final editing was undertaken and the final
Handbook: How We Function
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homelessness in Surrey.
April 16th – Daytime meeting:
Speaker: Kim McKenna
Title: ‡/LYLQJ&RORXU
– &RORXU-RXUQH\DQG/HVVRQV/HDUQHG$ORQJWKH:D\·
Description: Colour is what drives me. What I am passionate about. It is why I weave,
spin, knit and create. I will talk about where I s
tarted my colour journey and share with you
some of the discoveries I have made along the way using protein fibre reactive dyes such as
Lanaset and Ashford dyes, cellulose reactive dyes such as Procion and nature dyes.
May 21 st – Evening meeting:
Year End Social Potluck – show and tell, door prizes
Donations for May 21 st door prizes:
SweetGeorgia Yarns
Sanjo Silk
(names removed)
Susan Heming
June 18

th

– Daytime meeting:
Speaker: Kaija Rautiainen
Title: ‡-DFTXDUG:RUNVDQG7HDFKLQJ$URXQGWKH:RUO
G·
Description: Kaija Rautiainen uses the very ancient medium of weaving combined with
cutting edge technology in her images of West Coast nature. For 20 years, she used a
traditional tapestry technique until the computer
-aided loom allowed her to unite the image with
varying weave structures. Her current work uses computerized Jacquard weaving techniques
which she studied with Louise Lemieux Berube (The Montreal Centre for Contemporary
Textiles) and Ruth Scheuing (Capilano University). She studies fibr
e arts in her native Finland
and taught weaving there before moving to Brazil, where she formally studied painting. She
PRYHGWR&DQDGDLQDQGHVWDEOLVKHGKHUVWXGLRSUDFWLFHDW9DQFRXYHU¶V*UDQYLOOH,VO
She has taught weaving at Capilano Universi
ty and has given numerous talks and workshops
on tapestry and Jacquard weaving. She has exhibited her work internationally including
American Tapestry Alliance biennales and Cheongju International Craft Biennale 2009.
Publicity
The Publicity role remained vacant during the fiscal year 2014 -15. Effective September 2015,
(name removed) has volunteered to step into this volunteer opportunity.
Refreshments
Thank you to the following members who brought goodies to share during our breaks for
meetings from J une 2014 – May 2015.
(names removed)
Bouquets to those who have filled the urn for our hot water for coffee and tea. Thanks to
(names removed) who have made sure that we had milk or cream for our coffee/tea and kept
the supply cupboard stocked.
Rent als
The Equipment Committee share the responsibility of storing Equipment in their homes. This is
a space challenge as people are sizing down in their houses. Equipment is used more in years
when a Guild sponsored workshop is organized. It is wonderful to
have equipment available for
4|Page

new weavers and a good
perk of membership to have good quality equipment available for
members. The good nature of committee members husbands’ and
(name removed) husband
have completed minor repairs this year.
The spinning equ ipment is all in good functional condition. The Lendrum spinning wheel has a
new wooden footman which is working very well. Unfortunately nothing has rented in the past
\HDU,¶PQRWVXUHZK\WKLVLVVRDQGDPDWDORVVDVWRZKDWWRGRDERXWLW
Scholars hips
Scholarship had only one applicant requesting a Bursary this year. Fun
ds of $300.00 were
provided to (name removed) to attend a Tapestry workshop with Joan Baxter with the Tapestry
Artists of the islands. (Tapis)
Show & Tell
Show and Tell is a very p opular part of each meeting. We have created a form to record
pertinent information to correctly get the information to the newsletter. The team types it copy
ready for newsletter inclusion. A portion of the form is filled out for a chance to win a free
membership at a draw in June.
Space
7KH6SDFH&RPPLWWHHZDVIRUPDOL]HGWKLVSDVW\HDUDVLW¶VDORQJ
-term goal of the Guild to
investigate and document all opportunities for better space. (Previously, finding better space
was done on an ad hoc basis.)

This year, together or independently, the Committee members have:
 VSHQWFRQVLGHUDEOHWLPHDQGOHJZRUNLQ‡FKHFNLQJRXW·SRWHQWLDOSUHPLVHVRUWK
of potential premises!)
 consulted with the City of Vancouver
 contacted the Craft Council of BC
 conn ected with other guilds and arts groups
 And they keep a record of contacts, sites discussed and premises visited (very
important!!)
** If you hear of suitable space – to house the library, conduct meetings, hold workshops, with
space for dyeing fibres, an d an office, centrally located, preferably within the City of Vancouver,
and accessible by transit – and cheap too, please
– please contact one of the Space Committee
members.
Standards
Standards assisted in reviewing scholarship applications.
Treasur er
At year end, May 31, 2015, the Guild had a total of $94,825.29 on deposit with Vancity. As a
matter of course, the financial records were reviewed by an independent bookkeeper and found
to be in good order.
Weavers News
WeaversNews continues to be a po
and reminders .

pular e -bulletin, a quick reminder of events, items for sale
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Web site Maintenance and Development
Maintenance and development during the past year has been focused on keeping the website
more up -to-date by adding posts on a more regular bas
LV7ZRQHZSDJHV‡6SLQ$ERXW·DQG
‡2QWKH/RRP·KDYHEHHQDGGHGWRDGGUHVVWKHVSHFLDOLQWHUHVWVRIHDFKJURXSDQGWZR
members, (names removed) have joined the web worker team to keep the pages active. Time
has been spent learning about WordPress to ens
ure a more diverse set of people learn these
skills. GoDaddy is no longer our domain name host as they would not accept cheques. It was
very difficult to terminate our contract. We still have an account with them although we no longer
owe any money. The ne xt step in completely leaving GoDaddy would be to cancel our account.
We are currently with NamesPro for domain hosting which is based in Vancouver and accepts
cheques. Temple Media is still our website host (web site hosting
- every two years) .
The fol lowing recommendations are consistent with previous years: More website workers are
needed to ensure an active, attractive and interesting site. As well, a binder needs to be started
to keep all relevant information regarding the website as several usern
ames and passwords are
missing. This binder could also be used as a WordPress tutorial/information source.
Workshops
Two events were held this year; a Spin
April.

-In in March and a Garment Construction Workshop in

The Spin -in was held at Mt. Pleasant Co mmunity Centre on a Saturday afternoon. It was a free
event open to all Guild members. All levels of spinners attended and experienced spinners
were very helpful in providing problem -solving approaches to others. It was a pleasant, social
time allowing guild members to get to know each other better.
The Garment Construction and Finishing
Workshop was presented by Daryl Lancaster, a well
known international weaver and instructor. Twelve people attended this three
-day intensive
workshop which included bo th presentations by Daryl and lots of sewing samples by the
participants, focusing on working with handwoven fabric. In addition, everyone made a jacket
pattern after personally fitting the various patterns Daryl designed. Everyone enjoyed trying on
her wonderful garments. Participants learned much about both design and construction and left
the workshop feeling inspired.

-

The first workshop scheduled for the
*XLOG¶V
new year is a Silk Spinning workshop presented by
Kim McKenna, a local expert spinner and
dyer. It will be held in September and registration is
now full.

Respectfully submitted,
Susan Heming
President
September 2015
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